
Lesson: Use the News: Is Fear the Worst Viral Pandemic? 1/23



What is the biggest motivating factor in your life?
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Poll
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Do you find that negative consequences or positive rewards are more
effective when helping you make choices?

Negative consequences are more effective in helping me make choices

Positive rewards are more effective in helping me make choices
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How do local and global events impact the economy?
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Open Ended Question
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Today, Americans, and individuals throughout the global
economy have found fear as a motivating factor to help
them make decisions about what to do with money they
have invested in the stock market. What global event (in
the first few months of 2020) has caused individuals to
fear the risk of investing their money in the stock
market? Why do you think this has been the case?
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https://cf.nearpod.com/neareducation/new/Question/477392667/iconflash.jpg?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIA5LQSO4AXIHKV2NEC&Expires=2147483647&Signature=%2Bc5odgrPyKIEMVk1VUTjREbu%2Bnk%3D&1594836265


Draw It
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Take a look at the “Cartoons for the Classroom: Is fear the worst viral epidemic?”
What do you see in the cartoon. What do you think? What do you wonder?
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https://cf.nearpod.com/neareducation/new/Slide/477393690/iconoriginal.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIA5LQSO4AXIHKV2NEC&Expires=2147483647&Signature=5dGnjyHAXW60poUo2qvRDrx9vZw%3D&1594836442


Cartoon Connections
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Open Ended Question

Lesson: Use the News: Is Fear the Worst Viral Pandemic? 11/23



Using the cartoons, answer the talking points questions:  1. What do
these cartoons say about the world’s stock and bond markets reacting
to the spread of the new coronavirus?  2. Do investors make rational
decisions or are they driven by the fear of losing money and the fear
of missing out on an opportunity to make money?  3. What is a
market panic?  4. Do you make rational decisions based on facts or do
you react to emotions? Both?  5. What is the danger of relying only on
your “gut feelings”?  6. Can human beings ever be completely rational?
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https://cf.nearpod.com/neareducation/new/Question/477396456/iconoriginal.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIA5LQSO4AXIHKV2NEC&Expires=2147483647&Signature=PMxvLDJzWqxAAIWQOX8qg%2BR41Tc%3D&1594836829


Open Ended Question
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In the Between the Lines section, there is a quote by Behavioral
Economist Daniel Kahneman from the New York Times: “The
world in our heads is not a precise replica of reality. Our
expectations ... are distorted by the prevalence and emotional
intensity of the messages to which we are exposed.” How does
this quote relate to the cartoon?
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/13/world/asia/coronavirus-risk-interpreter.html


Draw It
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John Darkow has created a black and white cartoon to provide an idea of what is going on in “The Market.” Looking at the sketch, what
do you see? A bull is labeled as "The Market." To which market is this referring? What does Darkow want to tell his viewers is going on in

“The Market?”
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Fear and Consequences
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Open Ended Question
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Why do you think human emotion affects the decisions
people make with their money? Check out the video.
What advice did Warren Buffet give about fear and the
stock market during COVID? What do you think?
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/HvK4aEaLW1g?showinfo=0&modestbranding=1&rel=0


Risk Takers
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Draw It

Lesson: Use the News: Is Fear the Worst Viral Pandemic? 22/23



What may be the best solution for the recovery of the global market when there is widespread fear? (What kinds of wise
economic decisions must be made?)
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